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Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Ministry of Transport, Communications and High Technologies of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, I would like to greet you and express gratitude to the organizers for 
creating this opportunity. 

Nowadays, it is important for the international community to organize efficient transport 
operations and take effective measures against new challenges facing all these processes 
in order to ensure the successful economic and commercial undertakings.  

For increasing export potential and meeting the needs for industry of the rapidly growing 
Azerbaijan and its economy, the setting up a diverse and competitive transport system is 
of utmost importance. To this end, apart from infrastructure development and application 
of ICT, the country's transport sector has undergone significant structural reforms, 
improved governance and created new government agencies and joint-stock companies.  

Full use of the favorable geographical position of the Republic of Azerbaijan for 
international transit is based on many factors. These aspects include building modern 
infrastructure, upgrade and renewal of transportation fleet, introduction of competitive 
tariffs, improvement of the legislative base, organization of simplified border-crossing 
procedures and their automation, transition to single technological processes, application 
of innovative technologies to the transport operations, as well as establishment of logistic 
centers and special economic zones. 

Corridors passing through the Caucasus region, specifically through Azerbaijan, offer 
competitive edges for the transport operators in terms of high-end infrastructure, delivery 
time due to shortest land route between Europe and Asia and consequently low 
transportation costs. In the meantime, we play active role in the development of the 
regional synergy and support new initiatives of cooperation aimed to achieving better 
connectivity and unhindered transport operations in the region. 

The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan gives priority to the policies to facilitate 
transit and eliminate the regulatory and procedural barriers to transport and trade. 

I would like to stress that the strategic policy documents of the Azerbaijani Government on 
development of the economy and namely transport sector, “AZERBAIJAN – 2020: 
Concept of Development”, Logistics part of the Strategic road map as well as other State 
Programs, entail all these components of the modern and functional transport system.  

Improving its legislative base, Azerbaijan effectively implements international conventions 
on transport and transit and bilateral, sub regional and regional agreements. We actively 
carry out related works regarding the simplification and standardization of documentation 
together with the approximation of the legal and institutional framework to the international 
legal frameworks and standards which is essential to the solution of border crossing and 
transit transport challenges. 
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At the same time, for the reduction of travel time at borders and overall along corridors, to 
ensure efficient transfers in different modes of transport, such as from port to rail and vice 
versa, important works have been done to improve intermodal connectivity, border 
crossing and customs infrastructure. Moreover, broad application of electronic services 
and automation of the process is being implemented. In this sense, we strive to achieve 
the proper integration of hard transport infrastructure with its soft counterpart in order to 
benefit from ICT and make transport more effective and practical.  

Starting from 2009, we apply “single window" principle, which involves transferring some 
tasks of processing and handling of documentation from relevant agencies to the Customs 
Committee. In 2016, the rule of using of “Green Corridor” was approved by the Decree of 
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. This mechanism, which is based on the open 
government principle, is critical to digitalize the border crossing and customs procedures 
by using automated electronic information system. 

It is worth to note that we continue to take necessary steps and collaborate with region 
countries to make cross border transactions faster and more efficient.  

As it is stated above, international cooperation is very important for us to fully exploit the 
transit potential of the transport corridors passing through the region. The Republic of 
Azerbaijan actively participates in new initiatives for creating regional platforms and 
mechanisms to address the issues of simplification of transit, optimization of tariffs and 
eventually increasing fright traffic through the aforementioned corridors. The creation of 
Trans-Caspian Transport Route is an example of this regional cooperation and we support 
this multilateral platform and its activity aimed at developing transit transportation.  

However, all our initiatives and innovations would work better if we have high quality 
infrastructure and modern rolling stock to support them.  

Recently, 11 double-deck tanker of 13 thousand tons transportation capacity and 6 ferries 
with the capacity of 52 railway wagons have been purchased and this process is going on. 
Moreover, in 2016, 3101 wagons and 14 locomotives bought and started exploitation.  

Furthermore, I would like to name some of the strategic infrastructure projects of regional 
significance implemented by the Republic of Azerbaijan, which will boost the importance of 
the transport corridors passing through the region.  

The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars new railway line, which is to be fully operational in 2017, is 
strategically important for the region and connecting Trans Europe and Trans Asian 
railway networks, it will provide the shortest railway route for the transportation of goods 
and passengers from Europe to Asia and vice versa and will increase the volume of 
multimodal transportations in Eurasian region.  

The new Baku International Sea Trade Port Complex, which aims to become a leading 
trade and logistics center in the region, will play a key role in transporting goods through 
the international transport corridors of East-West and North-South and will serve as a very 
important transit point in the region.  

International transportation starting from China and passing through the Caspian Sea is 
being successfully handled by the port, which has proven to be effective in terms of 
delivery time and transportation costs. 

Special economic zones of the type of free trade zones, which are planning to be created 
in the country, now at the new port territory, represent another element of the policy of 
Azerbaijan to strengthen its position as a regional logistics and transportation hub. 
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Within the North-South Corridor, the construction of Astara-Astara railway line on the 
border of Azerbaijan with Iran which is 8,3 km, has been started and works have already 
been completed in the territory of Azerbaijan.  

While doing all mentioned works, we could create the conditions for the full-scale 
economic cooperation and development of trade, based on unhindered and safe 
movement of goods and passengers from Asia to Europe and vice versa. We hope for the 
mutually beneficial cooperation in the future and ready to achieve high level of 
collaboration.  

Thank you for your attention. 


